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Processing times for DACA

Previously, on April 27, 2026 USCIS stated that their current
goal was to process DACA renewal requests within 120 days,”
and 80% of cases are completed within 4 months.

However, this information is no longer available on the
official USCIS website and may no longer be accurate. (The
link may or may not share up to date information).

Based on renewal delays nation wide, Juntos Community's
recommendation is to renew 5 to 6 months before your
expiration date.

The processing “clock” starts from when USCIS says they
received your application, not necessarily when you submit it.
You can find that date on your USCIS receipt notice.

How to
understand
your USCIS
receipt notice
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How to check the status of
your case

If you submitted via your USCIS online account,
check your account for any updates. 

O P T I O N  0 1

Check your case status via USCIS website. You will
find your receipt number on your USCIS receipt
notice. 

O P T I O N  0 2

USCIS Case Inquiry: If your case has been pending
longer than 105 days your USCIS received date, you
can submit a case inquiry about your case in two
ways: 

O P T I O N  0 3

Option A: Call USCIS at 1-800-375-5283 

Option B: Submit a “Case outside normal
processing time” service request inquiry online
using https://www.uscis.gov/e-request. Form I-
821D is not listed in the menu options, so use your
Form I-765 receipt number to submit the request.
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Support from
Members of
Congress

Contact the office of your U.S. Representative or one of
your U.S. Senators to ask them to submit a congressional
inquiry. See more details on next page 5.* 

Congressional  Inquiry on a USCIS Case: 

See the next page for more details*

Contact the office of your U.S. Representative or one of
your U.S. Senators to ask them to submit an expedite
request. See more details on page 7 - 11*

USCIS Expedite Request:

Unemployment
Compensation in CO
for DACA recipients 

If your EAD expires and your employment is terminated as a
result, apply to the Benefit Recovery Fund. See more details
on page 12 - 19*

If you remain unemployed after receiving your new EAD, apply
to Unemployment Insurance through CDLE. See more details
on page 20*

4

https://ona.colorado.gov/immigrant-services/benefit-recovery-fund
https://cdle.colorado.gov/unemployment/ui-claimant-guide/overview-of-unemployment-insurance-ui


Congressional
Inquiry on a 
USCIS Case

Anyone who believes their renewal
application may be facing a delay or has
other unusual circumstances may contact
the office of the U.S. Representative or one
of their U.S. Senators for support.

A congressional office can contact USCIS directly to inquire
about the status of your case. This inquiry may not yield any
more information than what you can obtain yourself from a
USCIS Case Inquiry by calling 1-800-375-5283. However, if your
case is facing unusual circumstances and contacting USCIS
directly does not yield any answers, a congressional inquiry can
give your inquiry additional credibility and urgency. 

What Can My Member of Congress do for Me?

There are not specific criteria that have to be met to contact
the office of a Member of Congress for support. However, if you
are not facing unusual circumstances or a processing delay
beyond usual processing times (~120 days for DACA renewal
applications), the congressional inquiry may not yield
additional information. 

What criteria qualify one to request a congressional 
inquiry on a USCIS case?
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When to request a congressional inquiry on a USCIS case?

USCIS takes time to provide a response to a case inquiry. As
soon as you think that your case is facing an unusual
circumstance or processing delay, contact a congressional
office. 

How to request a congressional inquiry on a USCIS case?

USCIS takes time to provide a response to a case inquiry. As
soon as you think that your case is facing an unusual
circumstance or processing delay, contact a congressional
office. 

Locate your Members of Congress

0 2

0 3 Complete the Privacy Release Form for that congressional
office, describing to them the problem you are facing and
how the congressional office can take action to support
you.

0 1

Contact the office of your U.S. Representative or one of your
U.S. Senators.

Other Details

Work with one congressional office for your congressional
inquiry on a USCIS case. Do not ask multiple members of
congress to inquire about your case.
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USCIS Expedite Request

Severe Financial Loss to a company or person

Emergencies and urgent humanitarian reasons

US government interests (including urgent cases for federal
agencies such as DOD, Department of Labor, or other
public safety or national security interests.)

Non-profit organization (designated by IRS) whose request
is in the furtherance of the cultural and social interests of
the US

Clear USCIS error

*Learn more about the criteria for an expedite request here

What criteria qualify one to apply for a USCIS expedite request?

When to submit an expedite request?

USCIS typically requires a minimum of 35-45 business days to
provide a response to an expedite request. It is ideal to submit
an expedite request as soon as possible once you have met
the criteria below: 
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USCIS Expedite Request

1.Received an application receipt notice

2.Completed any pending items for your case (e.g.
submitting biometrics or a request for evidence). You can
check your case status here for anything pending.

3.You believe that your current DACA protections and EAD
may expire before your renewal is processed based on
current case processing times.

...When to submit an expedite request?

How to submit an expedite request?

4.Locate your Members of Congress

5.Contact the office of your U.S. Representative or one of
your U.S. Senators

6.Complete the Privacy Release Form for that congressional
office

7.Submit to your congressional office a statement that you
meet one of the criteria to qualify for an expedite request.
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USCIS Expedite Request

8.Submit any additional proof to back up your statement (e.g.
a letter from an employer that describes their dependence
on your labor, hospital bills showing a family members’
reliance on your income, financial documents showing your
family’s dependence on your income, etc)

How to submit an expedite request?

Other Details

Whether your case gets approved or denied is up to the
discretion of the USCIS officer reviewing your request.

The burden to prove that you qualify for expedite criteria is
on you. A written statement without direct evidence to the
situation is not sufficient. Submitting clear evidence to
back up your statement will strengthen your request.

Work with one congressional office for your expedite
request. Do not ask multiple members of congress to
submit your request.
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Sample USCIS Expedite
Request Letter
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Sample USCIS Expedite Request
Evidence Letter from an Employer
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Unemployment
Compensation for
DACA recipients in
Colorado

Are not work-authorized at the time of application (may
never have had work authorization or it is invalid/revoked). 

Earned W-2 wages within the last 15 months.

Separated from their job through no fault of their own: If
someone is unsure whether their situation qualifies, they
should apply. The review team will assess their eligibility
during the application process.

The Benefit Recovery Fund is a statewide
program in Colorado for workers without
work authorization who receive a W-2 and
have taxes withheld from their paychecks,
but lack work authorization. The Fund
provides unemployment insurance
benefits to these workers when they lose
their job through no fault of their own. 

*For the most up to date information on
the Benefit Recovery Fund visit
www.brffaq.com*
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Benefit Recovery Fund

Valid ID 
(passport, driver's license, 
consular ID, or SB-251 ID)

Recent W-2 or 
Pay stub

Proof of address 
(ID, W-2, pay stub, lease, 
or utility bill)

Initial Contact: Applicants can text or leave a voicemail at 720-
902-7643 to receive the application link and ask any questions
about the process.

Requesting 1:1 Support: Applicants who need assistance can
request 1-on-1 help by:

Referring Applicants 

0 1 Clicking on the application link and entering their email
and phone number

Answering a few brief eligibility questions and our team
members will follow up with them within 1–3 business
days.

0 2
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Douments needed to Apply

Employer Separation Form
(Form 22-234 if available)

If the applicant cannot obtain this form,
they can still submit their application.
However, they should make an effort to
request it by emailing, texting, or visiting
their former employer in person.



Benefit Recovery Fund

Weekly Recertification

If approved, applicants will receive a text and email each week
with instructions to complete a recertification confirming they
are still unemployed.

Applicants may reapply one year after their first approved
payment if they gained additional W-2 employment and were
laid off again.

Reapplication

If applicants are unsure whether they submitted their
application correctly or need assistance at any point, text or call
720-902-7643.

Application Follow-Up
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Application Link: 
https://brf.aidkit.org

https://brf.aidkit.org/
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1 Would receiving pay from
the BRF make me a public
charge?

No. This is not considered a "public charge"
because this is a state program, not a federal
program this is an earned benefit that workers
gain access to because their employers have paid
into it; it is not considered public assistance.

2 My DACA work permit is
about to expire. How soon
can I apply to BRF?

You can apply only once your employment has
been terminated as you must be fully separated
from employment to be eligible.

3 If I am on unpaid
administrative leave due to
my EAD (work permit) being
expired, can I apply to BRF?

No. You must be fully separated from your former
employment to be eligible for BRF. 
If you are on unpaid leave and your employer has
stated that your job will be available when you
return, you are not considered unemployed. This is
because you still have an ongoing employment
relationship and are expected to return to work
once your situation changes. 

4 My separation form says my
employment was terminated
but that I am eligible for
rehire when my work permit
is reinstated. Am I still
eligible to apply to BRF?

Yes. You are eligible to apply as long as you are
unemployed and do not have valid work
authorization

5 If my DACA work permit is
currently valid and my
employment was terminated
for no fault of mine, can I
apply to BRF?

No, you cannot apply to BRF if your work permit is
currently valid, but you may apply to the traditional
unemployment insurance program administered
by the Colorado Department of Labor and
Employment.

FAQs about Benefit Recovery Fund
*For the most up to date information on the Benefit Recovery Fund

visit www.brffaq.com*
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6 If I was receiving state
unemployment insurance
and this was disrupted due
to my work authorization
(EAD) expiring, can I apply to
the BRF?

Yes, you can apply to BRF as long as your work
authorization is not valid at the time of application.
If you were receiving standard unemployment
insurance, you may be able to qualify for BRF if you
lose your work authorization.

7 If I have two jobs, and my
employment was
terminated by one, but not
the other, am I eligible for
BRF?

No, you must be completely unemployed to be
eligible for BRF. If your full-time employment was
terminated, but you still have part-time
employment, you are not eligible for BRF.

8 If I have already been
unemployed for a while, will
BRF pay me retroactively?

No, BRF will not provide retroactive pay. It will start
providing you with benefits once approved and will
continue to provide you with benefits while you are
unemployed for a maximum of 13 weeks. 

9 How is the BRF benefit
amount calculated?

BRF entitles you to 55% of your average weekly
wage, which is calculated from your two
consecutive highest earning quarters during the
previous 15 months. As of May 2026, no benefit can
exceed $844 pursuant to Colorado state law (this is
reevaluated every July on an annual basis).

10 When is the application
deadline?

There is no deadline because this is an ongoing
program. 

11 How long does it take to get a
response after you reply?

BRF tries to review the application within 8
working days of your submission and the total
review time will depend on how complete the
application is.

FAQs about Benefit Recovery Fund
*For the most up to date information on the Benefit Recovery Fund

visit www.brffaq.com*
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12 Will I need to provide
additional
information after
submitting my
application?

Possibly. As part of the review process, the BRF may request
additional documents or clarification to confirm your eligibility
and make an accurate decision. This may include information or
documentation related to your work authorization status,
residency, income, or reason for separation. This could involve
submitting additional documents. These requests are a standard
part of the process and help ensure the application is reviewed
fairly and accurately.
Please know that all information you provide is kept confidential
and used only to determine eligibility.

13 I recently became
work authorized and
am currently
receiving benefits,
what should I do?

If you have become work authorized because of this change, you
may be eligible for state-administered wage replacement
benefits, such as unemployment insurance, and are no longer
eligible for the Benefit Recovery Fund (BRF).

As a result, you must indicate this in your next recertification. If
you are still unemployed, we encourage you to contact the
Colorado Unemployment Insurance program for more
information about applying for benefits.

14 Why is Colorado the
only state with this
kind of program?

In 2022, Colorado passed SB22-234 & launched BRF in early 2024.
This is a Colorado program through the Office of New Americans
at the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment. The
program is managed and administered by AidKit. The program is
funded by employers just as the traditional unemployment
insurance program is.

15 Do I have to repay
these funds?

No, you will not have to repay the benefits received. However,
please note that these payments do not withhold taxes. You are
responsible for paying any required tax when you file your tax
return. AidKit will email you a 1099-G tax form by January 31. We
suggest you consult with a tax professional for more information
and to adequately prepare.

FAQs about Benefit Recovery Fund
*For the most up to date information on the Benefit Recovery Fund

visit www.brffaq.com*
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Unemployment Insurance

Once you receive a new work permit (EAD), you are no longer
eligible to receive benefits from the Benefit Recovery Fund.
However, if you remain unemployed while having work
authorization, you may be eligible for unemployment
insurance through the Colorado Department of Labor &
Employment.

The Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE)
helps people who have lost their jobs by providing temporary
wage replacement through Unemployment Insurance
benefits. Unemployment benefits are funded by employers
and may be paid to any worker who has lost a job through no
fault of their own and meets the eligibility requirements set
forth by the law.

Learn more and apply here. 
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